
A Community of Ministries, February 26, 2023

Baptism Information: 
Please contact 
Susan Pacek at 508-856-9960 or 
email: st.geobaptism@gmail.com
Eucharist Celebrated: 
Saturday 4:00 PM   
Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 
Live-Streamed Mass is offered on our parish 
website each Sunday at 10:00 AM.
Weekday Masses: 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 8:00 AM
Tuesday 12:10 PM, and Thursday 5:30 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
    Confessions are heard inside the church 
        2:30 PM—3:15 PM on Saturdays.

St. George Catholic Church
  

Parish Mission Statement
 

   We, the parish community of St George, 
celebrate the welcoming presence of Christ in 
our lives. Together with the universal Church, 
we are nourished and sustained through the 
Mystery of the Holy Eucharist, and  we are 
inspired by the proclamation of the Word, 
guided by the Holy Spirit. We continually 

seek to grow in a deeper understanding of 
our faith, to respect the sanctity of human life, 
and respond to what Jesus asks of us in our 

time by sharing our gifts and participating 
in parish activities and outreach to others.

40 Brattle Street   Worcester, MA 01606
Parish Office: 508-853-0183 Ext. 110
www.saintgeorgesparish.org

Parish Staff:  It is our privilege to serve you. 

Rev. Edward D. Niccolls, Pastor   Ext. 112
Rev. Miguel A. Pagan, Assoc. Pastor Ext 117
Deacon Paul T. Audette  Ext.113

Annie Doyle, Pastoral Outreach   
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org  Ext.111

Patty LaBonte, Parish Admin Assistant 
office@saintgeorgesparish.org  Ext.110
Fax 508-854-0864

Current Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM
  
Online Giving: Kathy Hessel at:  
mkhessel@aol.com

For information regarding Pastoral Care of the 
Sick, Marriage Preparation, Confirmation, and 
Ministry Involvement, we invite you to call the 
Parish Office.

Saint George Church - Worcester and Holden

February 26, 2023 -  First Sunday of Lent 

mailto:st.geobaptism@gmail.com
mailto:annie@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:office@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:mkhessel@aol.com
www.saintgeorgesparish.org
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   What is noteworthy about each of the tempta-
tions confronting Jesus is that they do not urge 
obvious evil. Bread is something good because it 

nourishes us. Jesus does not advocate of violence against 
the government of his time. He will later say that what is 
Caesar’s should be rendered to him. What also seems to be 
good such as reliance on scripture can be twisted as Satan 
does in this gospel. In this gospel of Matthew, Jesus offers a 
thoroughly theocentric vision in saying only the “Lord, your 
God shall you worship.” Food, religious practices and politics 
can contribute to the realization of the kingdom of heaven 
already being at hand, but they can also oppose God’s reign. 
One thing about temptation is its sneaky “now-ness”. Our 
integrity or lack of it shows itself at the moment of choice, 
and that moment can be fleeting. “Do it.” Says the impatient 
interior voice whatever that may mean. The sneaky voice of 
now-ness militates against wise conversation, whether it be 
with God, with your spiritual director/advisor or with your con-
science. Sin is what separates us from the deep truth that we 
are God’s beloved children, while Lent is a movement back 
to God by remembering this truth. Only by saying “yes” to 
who we are will we be able to say “no” to what distorts it. 
Lent is a time to align our focus with that of Jesus – on God 
and God’s commandments.
  Here are some questions to reflect upon with this Gospel:
1. What does taking Lent seriously mean to you?
2. While some sins are obvious, it takes discernment to 

determine whether some of our other ways of being are 
in line with God’s agenda. Are there ways you could de-
velop your discernment for a fuller life with God?

3. As you meditate on the fact that you are God’s beloved, 
can you allow this truth to ground you as you head with 
Jesus into the desert this Lenten season?

4. In considering where Jesus found inspiration and guid-
ance throughout his life, are you aware of the tempta-
tions that trouble you in your life and do you find wisdom 
and guidance from scripture to help you cope with these 
difficulties?

Vocation Discernment Retreat: Bishop McManus is extend-
ing an invitation to any young man who is in high school or 
older to an annual discernment retreat to be held on March 
31/April 1, from 6:00 P.M Friday to 6:00 P.M. Saturday at 
Immaculate Conception Retreat Center in Putnam, CT. 
There is no cost for this retreat, and transportation can be 
provided if necessary to the retreat center which is only 30 
minutes away from Worcester. To register, please go to -
https://www.worcestervocations.com/retreat.You can also 
speak with me for more information.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: This Sunday, February 
26th, at the 10:00 A.M. Mass we will have the Rite of Send-
ing for our catechumen, Joanne Johnson, who is preparing 
to be welcomed into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. 
Joanne will then travel this Sunday afternoon to St. Paul’s 
Cathedral here in Worcester where she and others who are 
either coming into the Church or are entering into full com-
munion (receiving the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy
Eucharist) will be received by Bishop McManus at the cere-
mony of the Rite of Election. We will keep praying for Joanne 
and all those who will soon be receiving these sacraments 
with the approach of Easter.

Fr.. Niccollss        

 Fromm Yourr Pastorr                              

   

Saturday, February 25, 2023 
  4:00 PM In Memory of Francis, Alice and Robert Audette
                Requested by Deacon Paul and Marilyn Audette
Sunday, February 26, 2023
  8:00 AM  In Memory of Ronald LaBonte
                  Requested by his Family 
  10:00 AM In Memory of Paul and Agnes Wong
                   Requested by Seraphina Wong
Monday, February 27, 2023 
   8:00 AM In Memory of Lynn Sullivan 
                  Requested by Joan Talbot
Tuesday, February 28, 2023 
  12:10 PM In Memory of Florence L. Marchand 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023
   8:00 AM In Memory of Barbara Scardamaglia
Thursday, March 2, 2023
    5:30 PM In Memory of Donald McClain 
Friday, March 3 , 2023
8:00 AM In Memory of John Hazelwood
Saturday, March 4, 2023 
  4:00 PM In Memory of C. Louise Hadley
                 Requested by Craig and Ann Hadley
Sunday, March 5, 2023
  8:00 AM  In Memory of Hoyt Woods 
                 Requested by his Family 
  10:00 AM For the Community of Saint George 

  Masss Intentionss 

                                 Many people make sacrifices to keep  
                                 themselves in good physical condition 
                                 through dieting, exercise, gym mem-
berships and personal trainers. You can’t help but marvel at 
the 5am jogger or the lunchtime walkers. Commitment to a 
physical routine helps build endurance, muscle tone and 
better health.
  Lent is our time to get into better spiritual shape. Once we 
have determined the areas of our life where we need im-
provement, a spiritual routine will help us build spiritual en-
durance,  resistance  to  sin  and  better  spiritual  health. 
Prayer, works of charity, practicing virtues and a personal 
commitment to faith are the best remedies to habitual sin, 
poor Christian attitude, and a failure to pray. A good Lenten 
practice will strengthen our awareness of God, our sense of 
faith and gratitude and our willingness to do good. 
  The decision to do something for Lent needs to be more 
than an endurance contest to quit something or give some-
thing up. Our focus is to grow in faith, to be better Catho-
lics, and to practice what we believe. It is not about what 
we do, but who we are and what we become. What you do 
for Lent is answered by who you are for Easter.
                                             ~James Gaffney-Pilot Bulletins

LOOKING AT LENT IN A DIFFERENT WAY: In our bro-
chure for this year, we are offering an opportunity to look at 
this Lenten season in a different way. As we begin this sea-
son we will provide such an opportunity on Monday, Febru-
ary 27th, from 10:00-11:30 A.M. and again on Wednesday, 
March 1st, from 6:30-8:00 P.M. Come and join us and enter 
into a renewed spirit of Lent this year!

https://www.worcestervocations.com/retreat.You
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      Join us for Coffee Shop Club 
      after 8:00 & 10:00 AM Masses

February 26 - Kathy Hessel and Team
March 5 - Andy Fish and Team
March 12 - Kevin Browne and Team
March 19 - George Gumbrell and Team
Coffee, donuts, bulkies, and fellowship!  Please join a team!  
Each team serves once every 10 weeks all teams need help!  
Sign up at the Coffee Shop or come to find out more. Coffee 
Club meetings are 2nd Sunday every other month.   
Next meeting: March 12th at 9:15 AM, conference room.  

Contact Andy Fish:  andy@andyTfish.com or 508-901-7813  

Bulletin Item Due Dates:
          Weekend of :                                               Due by:
       March 12, 2023                                        March 2, 2023
       March 19, 2023                                        March 9, 2023

Please submit items by 10:00 AM on or before the due date. 
E-mail our Parish Admin Assistant  Patty LaBonte at 

office@saintgeorgesparish.org  The best way to book or 
reserve a Mass is to call our office: 508-853-0183.

        Weekly Collection  
   February 13, 2023 - February 19, 2023                     

                  On Line Giving:                       $ 2,532.00 
                  Ordinary Collection:               $   3,663.00     

                                                          Total:          $ 6,195.00

22nd Annual Catholic Men’s Conference 
Come join us on Saturday, March 25 starts at 7:30 AM 

Assumption University, 500 Salisbury St., Worcester. 
Please join a thousand men and enjoy: inspiring talks from

outstanding dynamic and Catholic leaders, about 50 
relevant exhibitors with free material, important sponsors, 

beautiful music, old friends, lunch, optional Rosary, 
Confession, Adoration & Mass: Bishop McManus 4 PM. 
For more information: email cathmenworc@gmail.com 
or visit the new website www.catholicmenworc.com

                                                                    Diocese of Worcester
                                                                                                             Office of the Bishop 
                                                                                                                   49 Elm Street
                                                                                                Worcester, Massachusetts 01609
Lent 2023

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Whether it’s an annual check up with the doctor, a tune up of your car or a review with your boss, we have periodic assess-
ments to evaluate performance and to make adjustments so as to maximize the likelihood that we and the things we use can 
accomplish their intended end.  The same is true in our faith lives.  
Lent is a time of self-examination and adjustment that better prepares us to celebrate Easter and to attain the end for which 
God created us, Heaven.  The measure of that examination is the Gospel, including the Commandments and the Beatitudes. 
Over time, the demands of daily life, the currents of our culture and sin can cause us to drift, lose focus and neglect our 
proper spiritual priorities.  We can slacken in our zeal for the faith, fidelity to prayer and selfless love of God and neighbor.  
Lent calls us back.  It is a holy season that through deeper prayer, more focused penance and greater almsgiving re-orients 
us to a life centered on Christ, the abundance of His spiritual blessings and a selfless generosity towards others.  In that call 
and in our response, we find a deep joy, meaning and a hope that the world cannot give.  We also find strength. 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert where He fasted for forty days.  He was tempted by the Devil 
with bodily comforts (bread), pride (putting God to the test) and power (all the kingdoms of the world).  All those temptations 
He rejected pointing us towards greater comforts (the Word of God), humility (trusting, not testing God) and true strength 
(worship and service of God).  Rejecting those temptations and focusing on those greater goods, the Devil fled and angels 
ministered to Jesus.  Similarly, when we undergo these forty days of prayer, penance and almsgiving, reflecting upon God’s 
promises, trusting in Him and giving Him our praise, worship and honor, we will be strengthened in our faith, hope and love. 
Unlike Jesus, we are sinners and our forty-day Lent should include a good confession so that in that act of faith and humility 
we can experience the great peace of His mercy. 
I pray that we all may make the most of Lent so that at Easter, renewed in our faith, we may celebrate the joy of the Resur-
rection not just as Christ’s triumph but as the hope and promise of all who follow Him. 
With every prayerful best wish, I remain
                                                                     
                                                                        Sincerely yours in Christ, 

                                                                + Robert J. McManus
                                                                         Most Reverend Robert J. McManus
                                                                         Bishop of Worcester  

$1.00 each

mailto:andy@andyTfish.com
mailto:office@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:cathmenworc@gmail.com
www.catholicmenworc.com
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                       Eucharistic Adoration       

 The Thursday evening and Friday morning  
 Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration will be:  
Thursday, March 2nd, 2023 6:00-7:00 PM  

Friday, March 3rd, 2023 after 8:00 Mass-10:00 AM 

We hope you can come join us in prayer and to spend time 
in the presence of Jesus Christ.      

 

Deacon  Paul  Audette 
                        James Martin Speaks to us through his  
                                 “Essential Writings” 

 

James Martin attended the Wharton School of Business 
and worked for 6 years in corporate finance. Here he uses 
his experiences in corporate life to inform a sketch of the 
challenges and possibilities for living a spiritual life in the 
business world. (Part VI): “When I studied business ethics 
as an undergraduate, most of our textbook cases were of 
the black-and-white variety solved with obvious, simplistic 
answers. Would you give a bribe to an unscrupulous busi-
nessman who demanded one? (No.) Would you pollute the 
environment with nasty chemicals? (No.) When I entered 
the working world, however, I was surprised to learn how 
much subtler most ethical dilemmas are, and how rarely 
they are framed in black-and-white terms…This is not to 
say that black-and-white dilemmas never arise. A lawyer 
friend, well into her career, described for me the dilemma 
she faced when asked to defend a doctor in a malpractice 
case. An obstetrician who regularly performed abortions, he 
had seriously injured a woman during an abortion proce-
dure. ‘I didn’t want to make a big deal of it,’ she explained, 
‘but I felt uncomfortable taking his case. It felt as if I would 
be defending the act.’ She quietly told her manager that 
she would rather not, and as a result faced persistent ques-
tioning from her boss and withering criticism from her 
peers.” 

 

Prayer Before Mass             
 

   Grant, almighty God, through the yearly ob-
servances of holy Lent, that we may grow in 
understanding of the riches hidden in Christ 
and by worthy conduct pursue their effects. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever 
and ever. Amen.  

 

Notice from the Diocesan  
Office of Healing and Prevention 

If you have been abused or victimized by someone repre-
senting the Catholic Church, please  believe in the possibility 
for hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come 
forward and speak out. Contact Judith Audette, Diocese of 
Worcester victim assistance coordinator, at (508) 929-4363. 

             Family Prayer Night  
                 Every Thursday   
           6:00 PM in the Church  
 

    In the Church, there is a gathering  
   of people who pray for all families. 
   The Divine Mercy Chaplet and the  
Rosary are prayed. This is a wonderful  
opportunity to learn to pray the Rosary.  

Eucharistic Adoration is also a part of 
this wonderful time of prayer on the first 
Thursday and Friday of each month. 

                                   Parish Calendar       
Saturday, February 25, 2023 
5:00 - 7:00 PM Art Night                                          Church Hall 
8:00 PM AA Meeting                                               Church Hall 
Sunday, February 26, 2023  
After 8:00 & 10:00 AM Mass Coffee Shop              Church Hall 
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy                   Church Hall 
6:00 7:30 PM Religious Ed classes gr. 6-9         Parish Center 
Monday, February 27, 2023 
10:00 - 11:30 AM Looking at Lent/Different Way   Church Hall 
4:30 - 5:30 PM Religious Ed classes gr. 1-5      Parish Center 
7:00 PM Faith Sharing Group Rm 107               Parish Center   
Tuesday, February 28, 2023 
4:30 - 5:30 PM Religious Ed classes gr. 1-5      Parish Center 
7:00 - 8:00 PM Music Rehearsal                                  Church 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023  
2:00 - 3:15 PM Faith Sharing Group  Rm 107    Parish Center 
6:30 - 8:00 PM Looking at Lent/Different Way      Church Hall 
Thursday, March 2, 2023  
11:00 AM Faith Sharing                                                                   Church Hall 
6:00 - 7:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration                            Church 
6:00 PM Family Prayer Night                                        Church 
Friday, March 3, 2023  
After 8:00 Mass - 10:00 AM Eucharistic Adoration       Church 
Saturday, March 4, 2023 
8:00 AM Rosary Group                                                 Church  
8:00 PM AA Meeting                                              Church Hall 
Sunday, March 5, 2023  
After 8:00 & 10:00 AM Mass Coffee Shop              Church Hall 
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy                  Church Hall 
11:00 0 12:15 PM Confirmation Classes            Parish Center 

Lent Fish Fridays February 24 - March 31 
Every week a list of places where you & your fam-
ily can buy Friday Fish Dinners during Lent will be 
posted here! Call if you have information to share.  

Dudley: St. Andrew Bobola 3p-6p, 54 W. Main St. $15 
Milford: St. Mary of Assumption, 17 Winter St., $15 
(Milford order online: https://stmarymilford.org/fish-fry) 
Shrewsbury: St. Mary’s Church, 640 Main St. on 3/3 $10 
Whitinsville: St. Patrick’s Church, 1 Cross St., $14 
Worcester: St. Joan of Arc Church, 570 Lincoln St. $13 
Worcester: Knights of Columbus 44 N. Circuit Ave $15 
     More to come in Worcester and surrounding area! 

For more information call Parish Office at 508-853-0183 

Eucharistic Congress in Springfield 
A Eucharistic Congress is being held in: 
 Springfield at the Mass Mutual Center  

1277 Main St. March 4, 2023  
Speakers include Dr. Edward Sri, Sr. Maris Stella,  

Ray Grijalba, Barbara Heil, Patricia Sandoval,  
Dr. Carlos Parellada, MD, Debbie and Steve Pickerin 

and music by "More than These" featuring Walsh Sisters.  

Tickets include boxed lunch: $50 per adult,  
$15 per student or child, or $150 per household. 

Visit www.catholiclifeconference.org for info and tickets. 

www.catholiclifeconference.org
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Youth Ministry Gathering
Please contact Kevin Browne

For next gathering. 
  Open to grades 7-12     Please contact:   

           Email: kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org

           Baptisms in the Church Family
   If you, a family member, or friend is interested    
      in receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, 
          we invite you to contact us today:
         Susan Pacek at 508-856-9960 or
        email: st.geobaptism@gmail.com

           Girl Scout Troop 64885
  Meet the first and third Tuesdays            
           Our next meeting will be on: 
Tuesday March 7th, at 6:30-7:30 PM
                     in the Church Hall    

  Contact Michelle Vigneux email: Mrs.vigneux@gmail.com

     Religiouss Educationn                                          
           “Growing Together in Faith” Sarah Kelly, Administrator    

                   Phone: 508-852-1784 
Sarah Kelly’s email:  sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org                                                                    
Kevin Browne’s email: kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org

THE FAMILY CONNECTION
Mosaic Cross Cut out a large cardboard cross and many 
squares of colored paper During Lent whenever a family 
member does a good deed or makes a sacrifice he or she 
glues a square to the cross. Your aim should be to cover the 
cross before Easter. “Catholic Family Catholic Home by 
Mary Kathleen Klavich SNDND Twenty Third Publications 
Mystic CT”.

GRANDPARENTS:  
All interested grandparents are asked to pray for the 
safety and well-being of their grandchildren. Copies of 
Grandparent Prayers are available on the back table in 
the church hall under the bulletin board. 

Contact Ruth at: ruthviens@charter.net
or 508-852-5658 for more information.                   

Grandparents make memories 
that the heart holds forever. 

   Just a few reminders for schedules and times: 
Confirmation Classes:
Students registered for confirmation classes will meet Sun-
day, March 5th - Parish Center from 11:00 AM  12:15 PM.  
Candidates are expected to attend the 10:00 AM Mass. 
Confirmation Students & Community Service:
Join in our ongoing Parish Outreach Experiences. To help in 
the community, simply text Annie Doyle’s cell phone for de-
tails at 508-450-4134. 
Grades 1-5 Classes: 
Classes will take place on February 27th, and 28th, March 
6th and 7th from 4:30 to 5:30 PM in the Parish Center.  
Grades 6-9 Classes:
Classes will take place on February 26th, and March 12th, 
2023 from 6:00 to 7:30 PM in the Parish Center.  
If interested in helping or any questions, then please reach 
out to Sarah or Kevin via email.        
              Grades 1-5 or for Confirmation questions: 
         Please email Sarah Kelly.   
            sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org                  
               Grades 6-9, and Youth Ministry questions:
          Please email Kevin Browne.  
              kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org

Diocesan Youth Retreat
All high school youth and current 8th graders are invited to: 

               Diocesan Youth Retreat on May 19-21, 2023 
                               at Anna Maria College!
Retreat theme is Mysterium Fidei (Mystery of Faith). Come 
for a relaxing and recharging weekend that will include fun 
and games, prizes, music, guest speakers, breakout ses-
sions, and an experience into the ultimate mystery of Christ 
in the Sacraments through Eucharistic Adoration, confession 
and Mass! The retreat will start Friday evening and will con-
clude Sunday around noon.  Cost is $125/person. 

Deadline to register is April 25, 2023. 
To sign up or to get more information visit: 

www.neworcester.org/diocesan-youth-retreat  

               How to help others:
         Visit someone who is lonely today.
Call a friend you have not seen in awhile. 

mailto:kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:st.geobaptism@gmail.com
mailto:Mrs.vigneux@gmail.com
mailto:sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:ruthviens@charter.net
mailto:sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org
www.neworcester.org/diocesan-youth-retreat
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               A Community of Ministries

St. George Parish Outreach
Ann Doyle 508-450-4134                       

annie@saintgeorgesparish.org

Eucharistt andd Prayerss forr thee Sick  
Especially during these difficult times, please call to let us 

know if a family member or neighbor is hospitalized, home-
bound or ill.  Call Ann Doyle at 508-450-4134. We want to be 

with you in prayer and support. We can perhaps arrange a 
visit and possibly bring Eucharist. Remember that due to 

HIPAA regulations, unless you allow the hospital or health 
care institution to release information and list St. George’s as 
your religious affiliation, we are not informed that you are a 

patient.  Thank you for your understanding.

Parish Outreach Needs                    
Mustard Seed Catholic Worker: Warm men’s clothing, 
blankets, gently used sleeping bags as well as warm hats 
and especially gloves continue to be needed by the home-
less guests at the Mustard Seed.  During recent frigid tem-
peratures the needs are even greater!
IHN Family Shelter: There is a need for Juice Boxes at our 
IHN Family Shelter food pantry. The children really enjoy this 
as a treat.  
Our Afghanistan Families: If anyone hears of a three bed-
room affordable apartment available in the Tatnuck or New-
ton Square area of Worcester, please call Annie Doyle as 
soon as possible.  This is an urgent need. 
Our next Mustard See Meal is March 17.  Please let Annie 
Doyle know if you can help with prep or serving. 

Your Help is Needed to 
Feed the Hungry this Lent

55 families who come to the Mustard Seed Food Pantry 
every week.
Approximately 60 families come to our local “Loaves and 
Fishes” food pantry every month.
Every day many families in need come to the “Little 
Store” at Urban Missionaries on Cambridge Street in 
Worcester in need of emergency food. 
Children and parents at IHN Family Shelter look for food 
in their Food Pantry.
Seventeen members of our Afghanistan families need 
your help to feed their young children.

Special Needs for March are:
Cans of Tuna and Peanut butter

All types of food donations are 
welcome and can be left in the 

“Outreach Collection Area” just outside 
the entrance to the Church Hall 

on the basement level. 

Saint George Parish is a partner with 
In the Hour of Need Family Shelter of Worcester, 

an organization that unites us to help serve and 
nurture homeless families. 

In the Hour of Need promotes self-sufficiency by providing 
temporary shelter, meals, and housing advocacy services to 
homeless families with children regardless of income and 
family structure. 

There is often a need for volunteers to “fill in” during eve-
ning and overnight shifts. For details and more information 
call Sheri at 508-755-2212 or contact Annie Doyle. 

Why the Ancient Traditions of  Prayer, Fasting 
and Almsgiving during Lent?

In preparation for the great celebration of Easter, we are 
called to pray, fast and give alms as  some of the ways to 
help us draw closer to God during Lent.

Prayer is one of the ways to connect with God, in silence, in 
words, and in worship. Jesus prayed constantly and taught 
us to pray to Our Father in heaven.  Jesus emphasized that 
our prayer need not be long, complicated or showy, but 
rather, short, to the point, and heartfelt. 
Fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, (taking only 
one full meal) reminds us of our dependence on God. We 
“do not live on bread alone.”  On the Fridays of Lent we 
remember the sacrifice of Christ on Good Friday and unite 
ourselves with that sacrifice through abstinence from meat. 
These are acts of self-discipline and self-control which can 
help to keep us mindful of God’s loving presence.  

Almsgiving: Lent invites us to see the face of Christ in the 
hungry and homeless, sick and suffering.  Jesus depends 
on us to listen with compassion to the joys and sorrows of 
our friends and family members and to reach out in kind-
ness and compassion to all. See our parish website and the 
outreach section of this bulletin for ideas about giving Alms.  

Help Prevent Family Homelessness 
Please buy “Hope for Housing Cards” after the 

4:00 PM Mass on Saturday, and after the 
8:00 AM or 10:00 AM Mass on Sunday. 

See Dave and Sue Genereux in the 
Church Hall after EVERY Mass. 

Contact Dave & Sue at: 978-833-0306 with any questions.  
We are grateful to all who purchase these grocery gift 
cards.  You help to provide food and support families 

at IHN when they are able to move from the Shelter into 
permanent housing.  Donating a Grocery Card to 

Outreach Ministry helps many others!  

mailto:annie@saintgeorgesparish.org
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  Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in  bat-
tle. Be our defense against the wickedness 
and snares of the Devil.  May God rebuke 
him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince 
of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, 

who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

Our Parish Vision: To wwelcome all, build cconnections to Christ 
and one another, and  llivee ourr faithh as true disciples of Jesus.

                         Faith Sharing Groups 
Registration: Lenten Faith Sharing Group 
After 8:00 and 10:00 AM Sunday Masses.              

           Monday Faith Sharing Group will meet:
         February 27th at 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
            in the Parish Center, Room 107    
           Lenten Faith Sharing Group will meet: 
Wednesday, March 1st at 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM
             in the Parish Center, Room 107

If interested in joining a group, please contact Joann. 
                                                                Handicapped Accessible. 

Call JoAnn Nally 508-527-6973 with any questions. 

                       
                             NEW PARISHIONERS WELCOME!                               
                                     We are honored and delighted                  
                                 to welcome you to our parish family.

            Contact Annie Doyle at 508-450-4134 for an 
     Introduction to our ministries, our needs, and your

    interests.  We would enjoy talking with you. 

   Lent is again upon us. A time to reflect, respond and re-
new. In our earlier years we were encouraged to sacrifice-
to give up something. Lent is still a time to sacrifice. How-
ever, it is also a time to deepen our relationship with
Jesus, who was a “light” for His followers and is a “light” for 
us today.
   One way of doing this is by spending some time reading 
and reflecting on the life of Jesus found in the New Testa-
ment. During His life on earth, He modeled the values of 
compassion, mercy, love and healing. He reached out to 
those rejected by society or were in need of physical, men-
tal, emotional or spiritual healing.
   Here at St. George’s Parish the Spiritual Growth Commit-
tee facilitated a Lenten reflection booklet. Many parishion-
ers volunteered to read the Gospel for the day, prayed 
about it and wrote a reflection based on their meditation. A 
welcome resource for those of us who are intent on grow-
ing in our faith.
   Our personal reflections on the values Jesus showed in 
His interactions with people may lead us to ask, “Are there 
people in my life/society who need healing from me?” 
There are so many ways to link our values with our actions.  
Pray for those we know are suffering, a phone call to some-
one who may be alone or wrestling with a difficult situation, 
outreach to those we don’t know but about whom we are 
aware through our parish bulletin. Answering the requests 
for food or clothing, purchasing Hope for Housing cards 
available after Masses in our church hall are some other 
ways we can put our values into action.
   By reaching out to others we are renewing our own spiri-
tual life. In his book, ‘Holy Moments’ Matthew Kelly defines 
a holy moment as a single moment in which we offer our-
selves to God. We set aside personal preference and self-
interest, and for one moment we do what we prayerfully 
believe God is leading us to do. 
     How many ‘holy moments’ will we experience this Lent?
   Spiritual Growth Committee members: Bonnie Moran – Chair; 
Joan Talbot; Patti Walsh; Helen Hurley, and Kyle Lewandowski. 
Fr. Niccolls, Fr. Pagan and Deacon Paul as ex officio members

      Spiritual Growth Ministry Corner  
    Ministry Leader: Bonnie Moran      

      Saintgeorgespiritual growth@gmail.com
   

       Congratulations to our Kings Cake Winners.    
                             Mary and Lucy.   

Thank you to everyone who joined us 
for our Mardi Gras Celebration.

     Your enthusiasm and generous support will bring 
   more great programming to the St. George Parish. 

     Thank you to the Coffee Shop team for 
   supporting our use of the kitchen.  A special  
    thank you to Janice, Wendy, Ann, Adam,  

       George, Connor and Cadence for their hard  
     work in executing a fantastic event.  Last but not   
    least, we appreciate the continued support of our
         priests Fr. Niccolls and Fr. Pagan, and could 

       not do what we do without their support. 
Many Blessings, 

                            Andrea & JoAnn 
            
                               JoAnn Nally or Andrea Svagdys Gumbrell
               Email: Emmaus.stgeorge@gmail.com

              Stewardship Thought of the Week
        What temptations lure us from the path of  

       discipleship?  Possessions?  Pride?  Power? 
            Oh Lord, create for us a clean heart and 
                  renew a steadfast spirit within us!
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